Headquarters of Commander-in-Chief at Kovno
maintain, were formally denounced.   The violation of International Law was to be made legal and valid !
We in the East also felt the effects of England's continued violation of International Law. In the long run it was bound to help the cause of the Entente, as the United States, both before and after her entry into the war, had given her sanction, and the neutrals of Europe were in England's power.
XIII
The German attack at Verdun led to no decisive result. By May it bore the stamp of the first great battle of attrition, in which the struggle for victory means feeding the fighting line with a continuous mass of men and materials. The other parts of the Western Front were inactive.
On May 15th, the Austro-Hungarian offensive against Italy had at length begun, and at first was brilliantly successful and brought our Allies to the Asiago-Arsiero line. But by the end of the month it was clear that the operation had lost its impetus. All was quiet on the Macedonian and Turkish Fronts, except for the fighting in Mesopotamia. Kut-el-Amara was taken towards the end of April, but Field-Marshal von der Goltz, who had prepared the way for this victory, did not live to see it. He died of spotted fever shortly before the attack.
In the East there were signs that local attacks on the Austro-Hungarian Army were probable, although the bulk of the Russian Army remained on the German Front in readiness to attack us there.
The Entente were planning a powerful assault on their most formidable enemy—the German Army. In the West there was to be the offensive on the Somme. In the East the Russians were to start an offensive, with Baranovici, Smorgon and Riga as its critical points.
Their operations on the Austro-Hungarian front in the beginning of June, in the region of Lutsk, Tarnopol and on the Dniester, were more in the nature of a demonstration.
219

